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rious coincidenee, that Cheselden and Pancoast—comparatively the two
extremes - the history of anatomy—should agree ou the functions
of these two muscles and state them correctly, while the opinions
of all the intermediate writers have been a mass of confusion. 1t is curi-
ous, also, 10 note, when a condition or motion of the eye could not he
readily accounted for, with what cagerness the obliqui were invoked to
explain the mysterions phenomena.

In enumerating our conclusions, we might have added another deduc-
tion, viz., that we are not to receive mplicitly the docteimes of even the
highest authorities, but that we are to keep our eyes open and observe
and think for ourselves ; and farther, that if such looseness of observation has
prevailed in the examination of so familiar an organ as the eve, there may
remain in other organs a rich mine of discoveries 1o veward the labors of
the industrious physiologist. ¢ Multum adhue restat operis, multumaue
restabat, nec wlli nato, post mille sweula pracluditur oceasio aliquid adgi-
ctendi,”’ is as truc now as when Seneca wrote it. Carrn Grees.

Tomer, N. Y., March 25th, 1845.

P. 5.—Was Di. Brewster’s conclusion in a late No. of the Jowrnal,
in relation to the effeets of ercosote, a legitimate one as the result of its
administration in that case?  Was not the cessation of vomiting as, il not
more, probably the result of the « strong counter-irritants ™ ¥
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SINGULAR CASE O HICCOUGH CAUSED BY MASTIPRBATION.
To the Editor of tho Boston Medfcal and Surgical Journal,

Sir,—Some time since, a singular case of hiccongh was placed under my
treatment.  Its origin evidently was from long-continned masturbation, 1
have thought a detail of the ease, as taken from my note-hook, might inter-
est your readers, and have therefore ventured to send it. I the winter of
1840 1 was requested by my partuer to visit, in consultation, a case of
¢« convulsions,” which he said had for twenty-four lours resisted every
remedy.  The patient was an Irish girl, 13 years old. Accordingly, late
in the evening, we rode out to her residence, and found her lying on a
small cot-bedstead, just recovering from a paroxysm of opisthotonos—her
attendants stating that her hecls absolutely touched the back part of her
head. ~ As soon as she had somewhat recovered from her fatigue, 1 ox-
amined her pulse, which was slow, full and hard.  She was sweatine
frecly from the violent effort she had been making, It her skin was not
at the usual temperature.  Her countenance was flushed, pupils dilated,
tongue a litde fiwred.  The bowels had been moved that morning, hut
were slightly tender at the lower part.  She answered questions 1'(!’;1A(lil)',
although she was inclined to sleep.  This was her situation soon after we
arrived there. She did not remain quiet, however, more than ten minutes,
when she commenced  hiccoughing, gradually at first, and at intervals.
"This soon increased in frequency, until the convulsions resembled more
the “voll ” of a drum or the clatter of a watchman’s rattle, than legiti-
mate hiccough.  There was no intermission ; it was one continued roll,
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inereasing in- power, untl every mus(,](' of the body participated with the
dl.lphuwm, and .slw “went ofl 7 i paroxysms of veneral convulsion.
‘This had heen her condition for the twenty-four hours previons, and she
had heen during that ume bled and purged, and bad ran through the
whole catalozue “of reme wies, both external and internal, without the least
henefit.  ‘The hiccough st,sll continued, and the intervals were shorter.
ter stength was but Tide if any  diminished, hut she complained  of
soreness over the whole body. I this situation she remained three or
o days, withont mueh sensible relief, when the hiccough suddenly sub-
sided, wnd she got wp, and without more treatment weat about her ordi-
nary duties,

some four or six weeks after, I was called to her againe 1 {ound hex
in the same condition as before, with longer intervals, however. betwoeen
the general spasms, but without any cessation of the hiccough, the parox-
vams of which, alternated hetween the = roll 7 and the usual convulsion.
Bne had not wenstroated sinee her last attack. Bowels now constipated
pukse full and slow @ tongue fwred 3 breath very offenstve 1 countenance
fushed 3 head aching \l()l( ntly abdomen tender, 1 bled her freely,
cave a pm\uhll athartic of calomel, applied sinapisms to ihe howels,
and Teft hers The next day she was somewhat velieved, but sullin the
= hiccouch.”  Duving the (ld\ she requested her muse 1o give her 2 picee
of white sewing saH\, \lylll" she wished 1o eut ol a wort on hey oo,
"Ihe nuse mentioned: the eireimstance to me, and T questionad hev about
the situation of the wart,  She stated 1o me that 1t was not on Ler Jimb,
but on her genitals. No inducement or persuasions were of any cffeet. 1
could not pnmll on her to permit me to examine it. - She also stated
that she had had several warts, and when she cut them o™ the hiceough
subsided. At this time, by much questioning, T extracted from her the
fact, that she had long bu-u n the halnt of Ill.l\lll]lml‘(lll, and that, oo, 1n
no limited L“(l(,lll-—-()l(]llldllly producing orgasin four or five times daily,
and that for a period of two years. She finther stated that the parox-
ysims could be “stopped,” if 1 were to press my hand on the upper part
of her external organs, and continue the pressure for a few ninutes,  She
was all this time constanly hiceoughing, and it was with considerable
difliculty that she conversed at all.  However, to test her statements,
pressed genty hut (imaly upon the clitoris outside her linen, with my hand,
and the convulsions wmdually subsided, and she went to slovp. 1 1eft her
asleep and went home. The next day, as usual, 1 visited her.  She was
free from all convulsion, but complained of p.un and soreness of the back.
I was procecding to cx.munr' her back, when. in tining over, she struck
the hack against the bar of the lwdslcd(], and nmme dmt( ly went into a
paroxysm of hiccough, which terminated in general spasm. While in
this condition, most frightfully convulsed, T pressed my hand fiomly upon
the uppcr palt of the lrcnm]s and the convulsions subsided divectly, and
she lay perfectly quict.

Irom this ume, for a period of three or four months, she had occa-
sional attacks of hice sough, lasting her seven or eight days, conslanll) hic-
coughing both aslecp and awake, She informed me, during this time,
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that so oreat was the venereal p'v-‘.sion that she carmed to bed with her, a2
4 constant companion, a large piece of wood shaped like « penis.  Dis-
"llstlllﬁ.ls these details were, shc., did not scem to have any hesitation in an-
swering my  questions. 1 he paroxysms of hiccough could at any time
be induced by hard pressure upon the fower Jumbar vertebrie, which were
exquisitely tender 3 and as readily could these paroxysms he allayed by
pressure upon the upper part of the external organs.  She was capri-
cious in temper, and was subject to occasional peuods of despondency.
Yet she did not scem 1o realize her depraved condition, for she was at this
time a member of one of the religious socicties in town,

That 1 might not he ducmvv(! I frequently called nmy professional
hrethren, and “exhibited to them the singular phenomena.  And m every
mstance conld the hiccough be induced by pressure on the spine, and
controlled by pressure on the clitoris.  No restramts were of any avail
she «till continued the revolting habit of masturbation until she left town.
which she did without informing me of her intention to do so. 1 have
not smee heard of her,

‘T'here are two questions connected with this case, the answers to which
I should be ulad to have.  Why should pressure upon the spmous process
of the lower lmmbar vertebra pm(lm ¢ paroxysins of hiccough ¥ and why
should pressure upon the region of the clitoris arvest this paroxsym. even
when every muscle of the body participated in the convulsive effort
of the diaphragm ?

I offer no solation to these singular statements. T have given the case
as it is, and i worthy of consideration, I should be hdpp\ to have the
causes of these eficets explained. Gro. 'I'. Dexrer.

New Yorlk, March 27th, 1845.

NEW METIHOD OF REDUCING SCAPULO-HUMERAIL DISLOCATIONS.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgiecal Journal,

Sin—The following case of scapulo-humeral dislocation was intended
for insertion in the « Montreal Medical Gazette,” but after being detained
by the proprictors of that Journal for several months, the manuseript was
retirned.  Should the case appear of suflicient interest to merit a place
in your valuable and widely-circulaied Journal, by inscrting it you will
oblige Sir, Your very ob't and umble serv 1,

Montreal, March 93d, 1845. C. Carrter, [L.R.C.S. ]udm., &e. &e.

A gentleman, a partaer in the Hon. Hudson’s Bay (J()mp.mv, on
the ’4th May last, .1('(‘1dvnml|y dislocated s shouldm‘h) Tfalling forwards,
his arm being at the same time owistreiched,  Being far up in the inte-
rior of the country, bny()nd the reach of any medieal man, he was unable
to get it reduced at the time of the aceident. He veturned from thence
about the middle of July, and having first attended to some pressing busi-
ness engagements, be afierwards came 1o consult me, cight weeks after
the accident.
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